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which Sir William engaged, prolonged far into
night, in which his own theory, as well as the
causal conceptions of Hume and Brown, were
under criticism. I remember his patient responses
to crude objections, the issue, nevertheless, of
sincere anxiety. I owe more to Hamilton than
to any other intellectual influence. He moved
us all to think out questions for ourselves. At
the end of that winter he gave me a beautiful
edition of the philosophical works of Leibniz, of
which I have more to say in the sequel.

Two young Edinburgh philosophers, then rising
into fame, made occasional appearance at those
evening reunions in Manor Place. One was John
William Semple, a member of the Scottish bar,
whose translation of Kant's ' Metaphysic of Ethics '
opened some German philosophy to English readers.
Semple was a Greek and German scholar, a lively
humorist, with a monomania for the Konigsberg
professor, and corresponding contempt for home-
bred " philosophy of the human mind." His
death soon after in the "West Indies, where he
went to recover health, disappointed sanguine
hopes. The other welcome interlocutor was
James Frederick Terrier, the most picturesque
personality in the succession of Scottish philo-emember one discussion in by then the end of October.     Its  popula-
